
Magnificent Deficiency:
Apollo Hoax Theories



Ten Leading Hoax Claims



10. The Dutch “Moon Rock”



One of these is not like the 
others



A Genuine Rembrandt – 
Honest!



Plaque doesn’t say “Moon 
rock”



Rocks actually handed out were 
much smaller



9. The “waving flag”



Not!



Apollo 15 flag video



8. Why no crater?



No crater, but still signs



7. Why Can’t Hubble Prove It?



Resolution not good enough



Resolution not good enough



Hubble Images the Moon



6. Photo anomalies









5. Video anomalies



4. Dissing the LM



You tell ‘em, Volkswagen!









3. Hot and cold
• Scary extremes: 280° in the Sun, 

-300° in the shade, but these are 
equilibrium values

• Apollo missions landed around dawn
• Moon has no atmosphere, only heat 

transfer through conduction
• Black-body equilibrium actually on the 

cool side (note that anything that 
applies to the spacecraft applies to 
planet Earth)



2. Radiation





Avoiding the belts



Radiation dose by mission
Apollo Skin dosage
Mission (rads)

7 0.16
8 0.16
9 0.2

10 0.48
11 0.18
12 0.58
13 0.24
14 1.14
15 0.3
16 0.51
17 0.55



Career radiation exposures
Astronaut Career time 

(years)
Exposure 
Time

Space 
Radiation 
Dose (in rem)

Diagnostic X-
Ray and Other 
Radiation 
Doses (in rem)

X 15 9 days, 15 
minutes

0.64 2.29

Y 10 12 days, 11 
hours, 4 
minutes

0.18 2.01

Z 18 22 days, 2 
hours, 45 
minutes (4 
flights)

1.83 2.76

A 15 28 days 1.66 2.82
B 15 59 days 3.71 2.36
C 2 84 days 8.01 2.65



1. Why haven’t we gone 
back?

• The amazing thing is that we went the 
first time:
– NASA budget in 1966 was $36 billion in 

2007 dollars (with no space telescopes, 
etc.)

– 4% of entire federal budget – if had kept 
pace, would be over $100 billion now

• A battle in the Cold War, but the Cold 
War is over



Reasons to Believe



1. We have the rocks. We 
win.



Earth vs. Moon



Faked? No way!
• “This could not have been faked. These rocks have grains 

easily visible to the unaided eye, which means they cooled 
slowly. To have made these materials synthetically would have 
required keeping the rocks at 1100 C for years, cooling them 
slowly at thousands of pounds per square inch pressure. It 
would have taken years to create the apparatus, years more to 
get the hang of making the materials, and then years more to 
create the final result. Starting from Sputnik I in 1957, there 
would not have been enough time to do it. And, you'd have to 
synthesize several different types of rock in hundred-pound 
lots.

• “ If you believe NASA has the technical ability to pull all this 
off, going to the Moon is a piece of cake in comparison.”

• - Steven Dutch, University of Wisconsin-Green Bay



Retrieved from Antarctica?
• Wernher von Braun 

went to Antarctica 
in 1967



Doesn’t work
• Far fewer lunar 

meteorites found 
on Earth than 
returned by Apollo  
(48 kg versus 382 
kg)

• First one not 
identified until 
1982 and then only 
by comparison with 
Apollo rocks



Retrieved as a separate 
mission?

• Russians did it, but 
only 326 grams 
worth

• Would have been 
whole separate, 
super-secret 
program

• Actual rocks were 
clearly picked out 
by trained humans



2. Some things you just can’t 
fake.



Looking back at the Earth



Checking the weather
7/17/69 precipitation 

Closeup of 
AS11-36-5373



Videos 
• Apollo 15 liftoff from LM
• Apollo 17 liftoff from surface
• Apollo 15 digging
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3. I spy something beginning 
with “L”.



Apollo 11 from LRO



Apollo 12 from LRO



Apollo 11 landing site from 
Kaguya



Apollo 15 terrain from 
Kaguya



Apollo 17 terrain from 
Kaguya



4. Tracking



And Photography (Apollo 8)



Apollo 13 accident observed



5. What’s your story?



Make up your minds!
• Bart Sibrel – Astronauts never left 

Earth orbit
• Bill Kaysing – Astronauts  never lifted 

off
• Richard Hoagland – Astronauts went to 

the Moon but found alien temples
• Most of the rest don’t even offer an 

alternative explanation



Pro
• Photos
• Videos
• Eyewitness testimony
• Material evidence
• A complex, coherent, copiously 

documented account
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Con
• Some issues, hardly any of which hold 

up once one understands the science 
and technology

• No showstoppers, just a lot of nitpicks
• Shotgun approach: lots of claims in 

the hopes that a few will hit the target
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